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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
 

1.1 THE BACKGROUND 

In June 2005, in the wake of the verdict and sentence in the Bali trial, public support 
for Schapelle Corby was at an unprecedented level.  
 
The public were aware of a number of the fundamental facts of the case, and thus of 
Schapelle Corby’s self evident innocence.     

 

 
 
 
This placed the government in an extremely difficult position.  
 
They were well aware of the many human rights abuses at the trial. They were also 
well aware of the systemic criminality at Australian airports, and within the AFP.  
 
As documented throughout the Expendable Project, they had also adopted a policy 
which ultimately entailed the withholding of vital primary evidence, the misleading 
of parliament, and engagement in a series of other disturbing acts which spiralled 
them into an abyss. 
 
The expectation of the Australian public, that their government would act to secure 
the prompt release of Schapelle Corby, therefore created intense pressure.   
 
It was also clear that changing public opinion, through media management, would 
not be a short term process.  
 
However, a situation arose which they were able to exploit, and manipulate, to make 
dramatic inroads into altering public perception. 
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1.2 WHITE POWDER HOAXES 

Between 2001 and 2005 there were 360 white-powder hoaxes in Australia. On 
average, that is one envelope containing harmless powder every few days.  
 
This commonplace type of incident attracts little or no comment from government, 
and little media interest. 
 

 
 
 
On 1st June 2005, one such envelope arrived at the Indonesian embassy in Canberra: 
 

 The note in the envelope contained no reference at all to Schapelle Corby 
 

 It was written in Bahasa, and not English.   
 

 
 
. 
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2.  EXPLOITATION & IMPACT 
 

 
2.1 THE GOVERNMENT’S REACTION 
 
The government’s reaction, however, was staggering. They seized upon it instantly.  
 
Foreign Minister Alexander Downer referred to it during the same afternoon as “a 
biological agent”, and Prime Minister Howard broadly accused Schapelle Corby 
supporters of “murderous criminality”. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
The Prime Minister’s official doorstop interview transcript is copied below:  
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1 June 2005  
TRANSCRIPT OF THE PRIME MINISTER  

THE HON JOHN HOWARD MP  
DOORSTOP INTERVIEW,  

PARLIAMENT HOUSE, CANBERRA  
 
 
Subjects: Indonesian Embassy.  
 
JOURNALIST:  
Prime Minister, a reaction to the incident, a scare at the Embassy this afternoon?  
 
PRIME MINISTER:  
Well it’s a very serious criminal act. I want to say on behalf of the Australian 

Government how sorry we are that it’s occurred, it’s recklessly dangerous. It would be 

the first time, if the preliminary results are confirmed, that such a biological agent has 

been sent in Australia. It will do great damage in the eyes of many Indonesian people 

to the relationship between our countries, it certainly won’t help Schapelle Corby, I 

want to make that very clear and I plead with people if that is the motivation to think 

again if they really care. The Foreign Minister has spoken to the Indonesian Foreign 

Minister in Tokyo to convey the concern of the Government and the Foreign Minister 

happened to be with President Yudhoyono so he was able to convey immediately our 

concern, he’s appreciative of the expressions of concern and understands how aghast 

we are at this development. But this is a very serious development for our country and 

I can’t overstate the sense of concern I feel that such a recklessly criminal act should 

have been committed. 

JOURNALIST:  
And you do believe that this is a result of the Corby conviction in Indonesia?  
 
PRIME MINISTER:  
Well it would be a remarkable coincidence if it were not. I mean I can’t prove that. But 
if it is, can I say to those responsible you will not achieve your objective, quite apart 
from the murderous criminality of doing something like this and the indifference and 
contempt for human life that it displays it won’t achieve the objective, it will have the 
opposite effect.  
 
JOURNALIST:  
Prime Minister, this definition – biological agent – I mean could this turn out to be a 
rather benign substance or does that definition…  
 
PRIME MINISTER:  
No, the advice I have is that the definition does mean the, the reference biological 
agent, does not mean it’s benign.  
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As a result of this, headlines screamed across the world that Schapelle Corby's 
supporters had launched a terrorist attack upon the Indonesian Embassy. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

2.2 PUBLIC IMPACT 
 
The effect of this on Australian support for Schapelle Corby was immediate and 
devastating, as the public were alarmed at the association with terrorism.  
 
The tone of many supportive commentators also changed dramatically. 
 
Never again would public support for Schapelle Corby approach the levels it had 
prior to this series of events. 
 
Subsequently, however, it emerged that there was a far greater degree of government 
pre-meditation than was clear at the time. 
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3. Misinformation & Manipulation 
 
3.1 THE PICTURE 
 
The biological attack story was false. Not only was there no evidence whatsoever to 
link the incident to Schapelle Corby's supporters, but the powder itself was flour.  
 
The picture, that its exploitation had been a cynical abuse of office by the Howard 
government, was seen clearly by observers and media commentators alike:  
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3.2 THE CHRONOLOGICAL TRUTH 
 
More details emerged later, including the central involvement of Justice & Customs 
Minister Christopher Ellison in yet another disturbing incident. 
 
The following report represents an item of investigative journalism, verified as 
accurate by our own researchers:  
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Mr Moore summarized his report, on his blog: 
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The actual document, sent by email to Ellison at 6:35pm on 1st June 2005, still exists: 
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Despite this originally being reported in December 2006, in the Sydney Morning 
Herald, no subsequent action was ever taken against Howard, Downer, Ellison or any 
other party. 
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4. Summary 
 
The previous section demonstrates that, not only did the Howard administration fuel 
and create an entirely false story, which undermined the Schapelle Corby's support 
movement, but they were actually in possession of written documentation which 
dismissed it prior to allowing it to roll around the world’s media.  
 
They also knew that the accompanying note had made no reference to Schapelle 
Corby, and that it was written in Bahasa. 
 
Perhaps even more disturbingly, the Australian regime persistently linked Schapelle 
Corby with Australian hostility in messages to Indonesia.   The following cable was 
sent on 31st May 2005, the day before the PowderGate incident: 
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This politically motivated abuse of position was extremely successful. Pressure on the 
Australian government receded significantly, with immediate effect. Support for 
Schapelle Corby has never recovered to its prior levels.  
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